A Legacy in Memoriam
CY 2020—4th QTR
A Life Well Lived (x2)
This is the hardest article we have ever embarked upon to write for our newsletter. It
is with extreme sadness that we pass on to our SAI friends and family that the
founders of our great company have passed away. About a year ago, Charley was
diagnosed with terminal cancer. He quietly battled it while his wife, Betty, did
everything she possibly could to keep him with us for as long as possible. In a cruel
turn of events, Betty suffered a stroke two days after she completed the necessary
paperwork and the home visits to get Charley situated in the hospice program. Sadly,
she did not recover and passed away 3 weeks prior to Charley losing his battle with
cancer.
This quarter’s SAI Newsletter is dedicated to our company founders -

Charley Dobson

Charley Dobson (11/07/42 – 11/24/2020)
Betty Dobson (04/29/1945 – 11/03/2020)
We have assembled bits and pieces of varying thoughts and life perspectives from
friends, family, and coworkers that have known Charley and Betty over the years. We
want to share just a few and a whole lot of pictures of our friends, Charley and Betty.
This is our tribute to two wonderful people that truly made all of us just a little bit
better in our personal and professional lives.

Betty Dobson

Excerpt from FB post written by Betty’s sister –
My brother-in-law Charley Dobson died this morning (11/24), three weeks
(almost to the hour) after my sister Betty, his wife of 56 years. Charley was
extraordinary: brilliant, creative, kind, loving, generous, principled—and
dedicated to his family (Betty and their sons, daughters-in-law, and grands, of
course, but also to our sprawling larger circle of kin). You won’t likely know his
name, but, if you’ve traveled by air in the US, your life was made safer because
of Charley – Here’s that story: When Charley left for college, his father gave him
$10, his sole contribution to his son’s education. He didn’t think Charley was
likely to make it at Georgia Tech. Six or so years later, Charley was teaching
physics at Kennesaw Community College, working on his doctorate. Like so
many during those days, Charley, intrigued by the possibilities offered by
computers, thought he’d try his hand at a little
startup, grading tests electronically. The company he
founded grew into Systems Atlanta, which developed
data display systems that revolutionized the way air
traffic controllers do their work.

Insight by the longest tenured SAI staff member –
I first met Charley at the age of 19, me the student,
Charley the physics professor teaching the high-level
business programming language, COBAL. At that
time, I really think he liked physics better than
COBAL. A couple years later, he taught an assembly
language class, which he obviously loved. He was
right there at the processor-level “telling” that
computer what to do. It was then I first learned of his
passion for computing. Little did I know at the time
that the professor with the pocket protector would
soon be my employer for almost 40 years!
Charley was brilliant, and the inventor of Air Traffic Information Display System
(IDS) in the early 80’s. I recently found a diagram that he had drawn back in the
mid 80’s of all the northeast air traffic control sites linked together. He had a
vision for IDS over 40 years ago that is actually coming to fruition today with
the development of the FAA’s Enterprise IDS (E-IDS) program. But more
important than the product he created, Charley and Betty were good
employers, and even better people. From our company “Pigouts” to the way
they treated employees in good times and bad, they created a family
environment at SAI that exists to this day. I started with them so young that I
often referred to them as my work Mom and Dad. They were the patriarch and
matriarch of Systems Atlanta, and they will be sorely missed.

A parting thought (with some inside humor) –

Personal recollection by longtime employee –
My wife, son, and I moved to Georgia not knowing a single person other than
the very brief time I had spent with an SAI trainer when he did an installation at
the radar facility I was working at in the military. My wife was 7 ½ months
pregnant with our 4th child when we arrived in Georgia. At that time, Betty
(and Charley) still worked part-time at SAI doing all HR, payroll, expenses,
accounting, etc. so I probably saw her a few times a week. Unbeknownst to me,
Betty secretly put together the makings of a baby shower for my wife since she
knew that my wife did not have any family or friends in this area. About a week
before my daughter was born, Betty “matter-of-factly” asked me to invite my
wife into SAI for a “get to know you” lunch. I had no clue what she put together
for my wife.
When my wife arrived at SAI that day, we headed over
to the lunch room. We were hugely surprised to find a
room full of SAI ladies along with our CEO’s wife and
his mother-in-law. They all yelled surprise and took my
wife away from me to proceed with a baby shower for
a woman they had never met prior to this day! We
will never forget that type of kindness and welcome to
the SAI family from the Dobson’s during our first
month here in Georgia – my entire family will miss you
both dearly.

Final words by longtime employee –
I would like to express my thoughts and prayers for the
entire Dobson family in their loss of Charlie and Betty.
They made Systems Atlanta into a trusted, respected
and successful company that I am honored to work
for.

FB excerpt from our CEO –
This past year, like so many family and friends, I have been preparing for the
day I would ultimately have to say goodbye. My mom, my dad’s life partner of
56 years, fought alongside him every step of the way. She was his constant
nurse, attending to his good days and bad.
Dad reinforced to me, this past year, the notion of looking past yourself and
thinking beyond the present. He didn't want to dwell on the pain or unfairness
of his illness. But instead, he insisted we talk about the future. My mom, as she
has constantly demonstrated my entire life, of loving unconditionally and
thinking of others before yourself. She was the greatest cheerleader and nurse
there ever was. I will love and miss them both every day to come.

Charley, to answer your question from years and years ago – YOU DID!
The question: “That was an excellent, very well thought through article….who helped you write it?”

