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Stay Between the Mailboxes! 

It was 3:00 am Tuesday morning in Alpena, MI., circa 1999, as I was jolted 
awake by my house wall-phone ringing. Yes, the phone hanging on my wall with 
a cord connected to the handset was ringing. I begrudgingly answered it 
knowing that I would soon be getting dressed to head into work at the airport 
air traffic control tower. It was time to get the tower open early so that the 
snow removal team could clear the runways and taxiways of the heavy snow 
that had come in the night before.   

I absolutely loved the drive to work in those wee hours of the morning, “blazing 
a trail” through the fresh snow using only the mailboxes as my road edge guide.  
My father taught me, as we went out to plow driveways, that if you “stay 
between the mailboxes,” you will always be safe when you drive on snow-
covered roads. He was surely correct as I never once veered off the pavement 
in all my years up ‘nort. 

Fast forward to 2020, corded wall-phones are extremely rare, everyone seems 
to have a cellphone and computer in their backpack, cars can drive themselves, 
you can tell Alexa to turn your house lights on and off, and SAI is helping 
modernize the information display world. Wow, it’s quite amazing how things 
have advanced over the years.  

All of us here at SAI are very excited to be a part of so many different 
advancements in the ever-changing world of technology. The SAI team is hard 
at work on the latest FAA E-IDS sub-contract, providing Life Cycle Support (LCS) 
to US Army’s AAAS administrators around the globe, modernizing drone 
detection solutions that work with IDS5, and providing digital text to speech 
options that announce airport and airspace conditions. SAI’s proverbial 
“mailboxes” are the continuous decades of developing and providing superior 
quality products and services. I am proud to say that we are always “staying 
between the mailboxes” even here in the south!  

I look forward to talking with many of you soon, hopefully in person , as we 
blaze a trail through the pumpkin spice season of 2020 and toward the new 
year of 2021. On a closing note, I actually had a rotary dial wall-phone that my 
grandkids have no clue how to operate – the good ‘ole days of technology! 

—Darrin D. Luedke, Chief Operating Officer 
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 Systems Atlanta is offering numerous formal training opportunities 
throughout 2020-2021 at our corporate headquarters in Kennesaw, 

GA. Whether you are new to IDS5 or an experienced IDS5 
Database Administrator, we have training that will fit your needs.  

 

Additionally, Systems Atlanta will be exhibiting at several conferences 
in 2020.  This is a perfect opportunity to get a hands-on demonstration 
of the most current features and capabilities.  
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Systems Atlanta, Inc. provides 
comprehensive solutions and 
services that address the 
technology requirements of 
civilian and government air 
traffic control, aviation, and 
emergency facilities. As the  
leader in the Information 
Integration & Display Systems 
(IDS) industry, SAI has more 
than 30 years of experience 
developing and implementing 
IDS networks in all operational 
environments anywhere in the 
world. The company’s 
solutions include the widely 
adopted and highly tailorable 
IDS5 ISD product suite and 
network engineering services. 
In addition, SAI offers both 
classroom and online training 
courses, technical support, 
program management, and 
other services designed to 
improve customers’ access to 
information, responsiveness 
situational awareness, and 
operational efficiencies 
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About Systems Atlanta, Inc. 

IDS5 Advanced Database Development Course  

IDS5 Database Administrator Course 

IDS5 Maintenance Training Course 

Closed for Holiday Observance 



Systems Atlanta, Inc. (SAI), a small-business Information 

Display System (IDS) industry leader, was awarded a sub-

contract by Leidos, a FORTUNE® 500 science and technology 

leader, for the design and development of a common National 

Airspace System (NAS) enterprise solution that will replace five 

(5) Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) legacy IDS’s. The sub

-contract is in direct support of the FAA’s recently awarded 

contract to Leidos as the prime contractor of Enterprise-

Information Display System (E-IDS). SAI’s work will be 

performed in Kennesaw, Ga. 

The FAA’s E-IDS will provide an enterprise-level platform 

that replaces multiple types of IDS’s in the NAS — including 

En Route, Terminal, Traffic Flow, and Offshore domains — 

with a common hardware and software platform. The current 

display systems are present at over 400 facilities and involve 

over 4,000 workstations throughout the NAS. A segmented replacement of 

these systems is planned to occur over the course of several years.  

As a part of the E-IDS team, SAI will provide subject matter experts and 

engineering support to Leidos, the prime contractor, to meet the objectives and 

requirements set forth by the FAA. 

"For over 35 years, SAI has had the privilege of supporting various FAA projects 

throughout the NAS,” said Darrin Luedke, SAI Chief Operating Officer. “To be 

involved in the E-IDS program is extremely exciting for all of us here at SAI. We 

are anxious to hit the ground running to meet the needs of the FAA.” 

—Joe Kirk, Sr. Director Information Solutions 

Systems Atlanta Inc. (SAI) has been providing Information Display 

System (IDS) solutions to Department of Defense (DoD), Federal 

Aviation Administration (FAA) and other civil agencies for 

decades. SAI’s IDS - Command & Control (IDS- C²) is the latest IDS 

solution that empowers an organization through the real-time 

dynamic exchange of critical information, creating a common 

operating picture among agencies within an operational 

network. This makes IDS-C² a natural fit with existing DoD 

programs such as the US Air Force - Airfield Automation System 

(AFAS) and the US Army - Airfield Automation System (AAAS), 

leveraging information technology to enrich an organization’s command & 

control structure. This data is transformed into actionable knowledge 

disseminated to all users for real-time decision making. SAI has already fielded 

IDS-C² networks at Shaw AFB and Wright Patterson AFB with an additional 

fielding at Minot AFB coming soon. If you would like to learn more about IDS-C² 

and see how this solution can improve your operation, just say the word.  

Putting a Face to a Name 

Alix Paul was born in 
Brooklyn, NY and raised in 
Queens, NY. While growing 
up, Alix quickly demonstrated 
his love for technology by 
dismantling and reassembling 
the family’s radios and 
computers, which brought his 
parents’ great enjoyment.  

Alix pursued his chosen career 
in networking for over 10 
years in New York, before 
relocating to Georgia and 
joining the Systems Atlanta 
team. Alix has been with us 
for a little over 2 years and 
has excelled as a Customer 
Support Specialist. 

Alix is the proud father of an 
amazing teenage daughter 
and rising track star. One of 
his passions is music, which 
led to him being a DJ in the 
five boroughs and rubbing 
elbows with some of the 
hottest Caribbean artists of 
our time. He also loves to 
travel, embracing different 
cultures, and hopes to one 
day add Bora Bora and the 
Maldives to his passport.  
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Starting Over: New Career 

and Old Faces 

The door closed behind me, 

blocking return to a career I 

once considered my dream. 

But then, a propped open 

window beckoned me, 

promising opportunity in a 

company my husband works 

for and I had only observed 

from the outside. I sat down 

at my desk, grinning excitedly 

at people who’d been my 

casual friends for nearly 10 

years, taking in their 

expectations of me and my 

work and silently promising 

myself to work hard so I could 

surpass said expectations.  

We gathered together for the 

daily morning meeting, 

laughter echoing down the 

hall, coffee clutched in cold 

hands as Tarius opened the 

day, “Good morning, Nancy. 

Welcome home.”  

—Nancy Collar, Customer Support 

Specialist  

Newsletter 

I would love the opportunity to visit your location and provide a system 

capability presentation / demonstration. The briefing will come as a “no cost / 

no obligation” offering that takes approximately 1.5 hours (depending on the 

amount of questions). For more information or to schedule an on-site briefing, 

contact SAI at 770.928.0240 (Option 1) or email us at info@sysatl.com. 

—Ken Grassel, Director / Sales Operations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sitting behind a desk at work can become quite mundane. Not to 

mention, it can create adverse effects on the body. In an effort to 

keep the blood flowing and the mind sharp while at work, you 

have to become a bit creative. Though walking is a fairly easy 

option, it does present some challenges where excessive heat or 

cold can become a deterrence, rendering the walking option 

questionable. Depending on your style of dress for the work 

day, your shoe choice could also become a hindrance, as it can 

take away from your ability to comfortably stroll in any 

weather condition. This is where the great invention of the 

stability ball saves the day.   

Though you can conjure up many excuses to avert any attempt at exercise, this 

option can be easily included into your work day. Crunches or sit-ups during a 

quick break can take only a few seconds while reaping great benefits in a short 

time span. You diminish the possibility of getting overly sweaty and dirty, while 

exerting enough energy to burn calories, increase blood flow and, as a bonus, 

create a coveted 6-pack. Though the latter may not be instantaneous, by 

creating a consistent schedule, this can become a reality in no time.  So the 

next time you find yourself needing an energy boost while at work, consider 

giving the stability ball a try.    

—Flo Debrick, Assistant Operations Manager 
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https://youtu.be/uv7HCCos29Y 

IDS-Command & Control (IDS-C2) Data Integration and Dissemination Video 
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