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Corporate Corner 
Did you know? 

Americans celebrate Independence Day on the Fourth of July every year. If I am 
not mistaken, most everyone thinks of July 4th, 1776, as a day that represents the 
Declaration of Independence and the birth of the United States of America as an 
independent nation. However, did you know ... 

 July 4th, 1776 wasn't the day that the Continental Congress decided to declare 
independence. 

Independence was actually declared on July 2, 1776. 
 July 4th, 1776 wasn’t the day we started the American Revolution either.   
 This event actually happened a year prior in April 1775. 
 July 4th, 1776 wasn't the day Thomas Jefferson wrote the first draft of the 

Declaration of Independence.   
 He actually accomplished that in June 1776. 
 July 4th, 1776 wasn’t the date on which the Declaration was delivered to 

Great Britain.   
 America delivered the Declaration many months later in November 1776.  
 July 4th, 1776 wasn’t even the date the Declaration of Independence was 

signed.  
 The signing date actually occurred on August 2nd, 1776. 

So what did happen on July 4th, 1776?  

The Continental Congress approved the final wording of the Declaration of 
Independence on July 4th, 1776. They'd been working on it for a couple of days 
after the draft was submitted on July 2nd and finally agreed on all of the edits and 
changes.¹ 

July 4th, 1776, became the date that was included on the Declaration of 
Independence, and the fancy handwritten copy that was signed in August (a copy 
is now displayed at the National Archives in Washington, D.C.) On the night of 
July 4th, 1776 the Declaration of Independence was printed on the Dunlap 
Broadsides, the original printed copies of the Declaration, that were circulated 
throughout our new nation. So when people thought of the Declaration of 
Independence, July 4th, 1776 became the date they all remembered.² 

Celebrations of the Fourth of July became more common as the years went on 
and in 1870, almost a hundred years after the Declaration was written, Congress 
first declared July 4th to be a national holiday as part of a bill to officially 
recognize several holidays, including Christmas.  
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Systems Atlanta is offering numerous formal training opportunities 

throughout 2019 at our corporate headquarters in Kennesaw, GA.  
Whether you are new to IDS5 or an experienced IDS5 Database 

Administrator, we have training that will fit your needs.  
 

Additionally, Systems Atlanta will be exhibiting at several conferences 
in 2019.  This is a perfect opportunity to get a hands-on demonstration 
of the most current features and capabilities.  
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Systems Atlanta, Inc. provides 
comprehensive solutions and 
services that address the 
technology requirements of 
civilian and government 
personnel. SAI, the leader in 
Information Display Systems 
(IDS), has 40+ years of 
experience developing and 
implementing IDS networks in 
various operational facilities 
around the globe. Our 
solutions include the widely 
adopted and highly tailorable 
IDS5 product suite and 
network engineering services. 
SAI is also quickly becoming 
the Skills Training expert by 
leveraging 30+ years of 
classroom  training delivery.  
Whether you need training in 
cyber security, IDS, or 
program management SAI can 
deliver. SAI offers in-house,  
on-site, and online training 
courses designed to improve 
customers’ skills, knowledge 
and access to information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Systems Atlanta, Inc. 
1100 Cobb International Place. NW 

Kennesaw GA 30152 

[P]      770.928.0240 

[F]      770.928.9396 

About Systems Atlanta, Inc. 

IDS5 Advanced Database Development Course  
 
IDS5 Database Administrator Course  
 
NATCA - Communicating for Safety  
 
Closed for Holiday Observance    
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Further legislation about national holidays, including July 4th, was officially 
passed in 1939 and 1941.³ 

Just like a single click within one of our IDS products you now have all the 
information.  Happy Fourth of July and have a wonderful and safe summer 
everyone! 

—Darrin D. Luedke, VP / COO 

¹ ² ³ www.constitutionfacts.com (the Story of the Fourth of July) 

I attend quite a bit of networking events.  Some of them have a 

tech audience and some, not so much. I am always amazed 

when I speak to Small and Medium Business’ (SMB’s) about Data 

Privacy and why they should care. It makes me realize, the 

average person does not really know, or care to know, anything 

about Data Privacy. 

Tech giant Google was recently fined 50 million dollars for 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) non-compliance.  

We hear the stories, but we do not change our mindset.  If it 

does not affect your day-to-day, it’s not important. 

Think about it.  You download an app on your phone and are 

informed that the app needs access to your microphone, 

camera, contact list, first born child, etc.  You think to yourself 

“why,” but you do not pause, you click ok, download and don’t think twice. We 

have no problem giving these apps access to all of our private data, and don’t 

even question why it is required. 

Now we add Internet of things or “IoT” to the mix.  Everyone wants a smart 

home, to be connected in the car, to speak into a watch. We run to the 

emerging technologies, trying to be first, but at what cost? Where does privacy 

come in?  Why do we not think more about what we are giving up in order to 

progress?  Why isn’t security more of a concern in IoT? 

I was recently at an event in which most of the vendor/sponsor tables had 

webcam covers as the “takeaway” to put in our swag bag.  When did we get 

there, that the most common handout is a webcam cover so that people don’t 

feel that a hacker is spying on them through their webcam? 

Even if you are not employed in the field, we as consumers need to promote a 

culture that is more protective of our privacy. You don’t have to say OK.  You 

can still download that app without giving them access to everything in and on 

your phone.  If we do not fight for our right to privacy, and show that it matters, 

we cannot expect the businesses and software developers to care either. Don’t 

wait for a breach to get involved.  Don’t wait until it affects your day-to-day.  Be 

a part of creating the culture. 

—Shalicia Evans, Director / IT Technical Training 

Putting a Face to a Name 

Ken Roberts was born and raised 
in Georgia, and, in his schooling, 
became a Chattahoochee Tech 
alumni with an Associate’s 
Degree in Applied Electronics. He 
previously worked for Systems 
Atlanta for 23 years in various 
positions, and then moved on to 
McKesson Corp. as a delivery 
professional for six years. He left 
work to take care of his wife Pat 
until her passing in December of 
2018, and then was drawn to 
return to Systems Atlanta.   

Ken now holds the position of 
Pearson Vue Certified Test 
Administrator in the Pearson 
Vue test center here at Systems 
Atlanta.  When he is not testing, 
he works the IDS4 Customer 
Service desk handing Tier 1 calls. 

Ken is also a veteran who served 
proudly in the United States 
Army, and was stationed in 
Crailsheim, Germany during the 
Vietnam war. In his free time, 
Ken is very active in his church, 
working with the brotherhood 
on special projects.  And he is 
very passionate about his 
family.       

2 Quarterly 3 

Ducks in a Row? 

Benjamin Franklin once stated, 
“By failing to prepare, you are 
preparing to fail.” This holds 
true in almost every aspect of 
life and is very solid advice. 
That said, are you working any 
IDS related projects for End of 
Year (EOY) funding?  If so, do 
you have current and valid SAI 
pricing information in the 
form of quotes or estimates 
that meet your operational 
requirement(s)? Will your 
project require sole source 
justification and documentation 
to justify choosing SAI’s 
products?  

All too often, I see Department 
of Defense (DoD) customers 
learn that they will be 
receiving “fall out money” and 
have actual projects that 
could have been funded only 
to realize they have to return 
the funds to the government 
due to lack of preparedness.  
Don’t be that customer!  Let 
me work with you to ensure 
you are 100% ready to 
execute any unexpected funds 
that may come your way.  Contact 
me at kgrassel@sysatl.com or 
770-790-5352 and let’s get the 
ball rolling!   

- Ken Grassel, Director/Sales 
Operations 

Newsletter 

We at Systems Atlanta, Inc. (SAI) are proud to announce the inclusion of 
IT certification courses to our Federal General Services 
Administration (GSA) Contract (GS-35F-0322Y). Government 
purchasers can now easily find available skills training courses on GSA 
Advantage along with our negotiated pricing rates, thus 
streamlining the procurement process for quality training. 

Using proven instructional system development methods, SAI training 
solutions are structured around blended learning techniques that 

incorporate lecture, computer-based training, discussion and hands-
on training labs (when needed), ensuring each student has a clear 
and complete understanding of all course content. 

Systems Atlanta has been a GSA Schedule contract holder since April, 
2012 with our IDS5 training courses available for purchase. The ability to 
now offer CompTIA, Cisco, (ISC)2, ISACA and other certification courses 
that are of particular interest to personnel who have a need to 

meet specific requirements helps round out the Systems Atlanta portfolio of high-
quality, just-in-time training. 

—Shalicia Evans, Director / IT Technical Training 
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In anticipation of upcoming 4th of July celebrations, SAI would like to thank all      
service men and women for their sacrifices and commitment to this country. As a 
pre-holiday challenge, let’s test your knowledge with some patriotic questions ... 

c. 1959 

d. 1960 

1. What year was the American flag updated with its current design featuring 50 
stars? 

a. 1776 
b. 1896 

2. What was the first state to acknowledge the 4th of July as an official holiday? 

3. Where is the Declaration of Independence kept today? 

4. How many states are named after a U.S. president? 

5. Did you know there are more than a dozen types of aerial fireworks? Which of 
the pictures below is the pyrotechnic called Cake?  

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

Answers:  1) D , 2) Massachusetts , 3) Washington, D.C. ,  4) One [Washington] , 5) B 

https://www.constitutionfacts.com/
mailto:kgrassel@sysatl.com
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