About Systems Atlanta, Inc.
Systems Atlanta, Inc. provides
comprehensive solutions and
services that address the
technology requirements of
civilian
and
government
personnel. SAI, the leader in
Information Display Systems
(IDS), has 40+ years of
experience developing and
implementing IDS networks in
various operational facilities
around the globe. Our
solutions include the widely
adopted and highly tailorable
IDS5 product suite and
network engineering services.
SAI is also quickly becoming
the Skills Training expert by
leveraging 30+ years of
classroom training delivery.
Whether you need training in
cyber security, IDS, or
program management SAI can
deliver. SAI offers in-house,
on-site, and online training
courses designed to improve
customers’ skills, knowledge
and access to information.
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Systems Atlanta is offering numerous formal training opportunities
throughout 2019 at our corporate headquarters in Kennesaw, GA.
Whether you are new to IDS5 or an experienced IDS5 Database
Administrator, we have training that will fit your needs.
Additionally, Systems Atlanta will be exhibiting at several conferences
in 2019. This is a perfect opportunity to get a hands-on demonstration
of the most current features and capabilities.

It started with a simple question – “Dad, why don’t you text me instead of
trying to call me first? I may be too busy to talk.” I believe the date of that
question by my oldest daughter was about May of 2006. At that point I was
just starting my second year with Systems Atlanta and was still fighting the
texting “craze.” Honestly, I thought texting was something like the email
greeting we would get back in early 2000’s of “You’ve Got Mail,” in that it
would go away at some point. Wow, was I wrong.
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Over the years, pretty much all of us (in my
generation and older) have now adapted to texting
first to see if someone can talk. We initially tried to
be non-accepting by trying to do things the way we
always did without technology. I now know we must
adapt to overcome or we will be left in the dust.
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As shown in this picture, the challenge was to be
fully involved with activities on the other side of the
barrier. Now, this person could have chosen to just
adapt to hearing what was going on, but he chose
to take it a step further to overcome the limitation.
He wanted to engage all of his senses by seeing what
was happening also. He chose to adapt to overcome.
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As I look at where Systems Atlanta (SAI) has adapted to overcome issues our
customers have faced, two recent ones come to mind: 1) Small-UAS Drone
Detection and 2) Increasing the knowledge base of people via our Skills Training
courses. As news articles have shown recently, small-UAS’s (otherwise referred
to as drones) are becoming a rampant problem when they are not flown
correctly or in the wrong areas. The aviation community cannot simply remain
“blind” and hope an aircraft doesn’t strike one. Every airport in this country
must become proactive and have a technology in place that detects off-theshelf small drones to warn pilots of a pending danger.
Our second adapt to overcome initiative is increasing your knowledge to
become more informed and most assuredly more marketable. Gone are the
days that you can just go to work, have a cup of coffee, do your job, and go
home. You must always be pushing your knowledge base upwards to stay
relevant. In comes the need for Skills Training. Whether it be a certification in
Security+ or to achieve your PMP certification, Skills Training is the way to go.
Continued on page 2 ...
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Currently, Shalicia is the
Director of IT Technical
Training at Systems Atlanta;
responsible for developing and
supporting training programs,
recruiting instructors, sourcing
curriculum, and running our
Pearson VUE testing center.
Prior to joining us, Shalicia
worked for another training
and certification provider and
brings a wealth of knowledge
about the IT Certification
space.
In her free time, Shalicia likes
to volunteer at her church’s
audio/video ministry and
work on DIY projects around
her house. Shalicia also has a
passion for music and loves to
invite friends and family over
for karaoke night.

- Darrin Luedke, Vice President & COO

While the FAA has been tracking unmanned aircraft systems
(UAS) over the past several years (currently receiving more than
100 drone sighting reports each month), it is only in the past
few months that unauthorized drone operations around airports
have captured international media attention. First was the event
on December 19th, 2018 at Gatwick Airport (England) where
unauthorized drone activities completely paralyzed airport
operations for roughly a day and a half. Most recently, on
January 22nd, 2019, all flights arriving into Newark Liberty
International Airport, New Jersey (USA) were halted after
two pilots reported a drone flying in the area nearby. These
events, plus the numerous others that have not received
media coverage,
demonstrate the
significant
risk
unauthorized drone operations
can have on flight safety and the
associated impacts on not only
an airport’s flight operations but
also the financial disturbance
due to aircraft delays.

IT Technical Training Division / In-House Course Offerings
Class Type

Class Date

CompTIA Network Plus Training (Net+)
Certified Information Systems Security Professional
(CISSP)
Interconnecting Cisco Network Devices Part 1 (ICND1)
CompTIA Security Plus (Sec+)
Interconnecting Cisco Network Devices Part 2 (ICND2)
Certified Ethical Hacker (CEH)
CompTIA A+ (A+)
CompTIA Cloud+ (Cloud+)

April 1‐5, 2019

April 8‐12, 2019
April 15‐19, 2019
April 15‐19, 2019
April 22‐26, 2019
April 29‐May 3, 2019
April 29‐May 3, 2019

CompTIA Cybersecurity Analyst (CySA+)

May 6‐10, 2019

April 8‐12, 2019

Interested in attending a course at SAI? Please visit: https://trainwithsai.com/
schedule/ for additional information on any of the course dates listed above or
contact (770) 928‐0240 to speak with a representative.

To combat this issue, Systems Atlanta’s
newest offering, V2 Sentry, has been developed and is a tailorable, sensor-based drone
detection solution to provide immediate situational awareness of drone activity.
Through the system’s advanced notification, the airport is better equipped to
determine the most appropriate and time-critical response to a potential threat
against aircraft. Additionally, the advanced warnings of drone activity can
potentially assist law enforcement in apprehending the drone/operator.

Prior to joining the Systems Atlanta, Inc. (SAI) team, I had the
honor of serving 20 years in the US Air Force. During my tenure
in the military, I had the opportunity to interact with many
vendors contracted to provide a service. Overall, the experience
was positive but one of the more common disconnects I
experienced with software-based services was the disparity
between what capabilities were promised and the ones that
were actually delivered. It seemed routine for software
companies to “over promise” and “under deliver” on
functionality. This forced the military units to adapt their
operation to fit inside a software “box” verses giving them the tools to adapt
the software to meet their mission needs. As a customer of SAI, I immediately
recognized that they were different and truly delivered the capabilities they
promised. It was this difference that lead me to join the SAI team in 2005.

Recognizing the often long planning and procurement process, immediate
drone detection capability can be achieved with the Portable V2 Sentry PDS2000. This suitcase-sized, autonomous version of the more robust, fixednetwork V2 Sentry system can be set up and operational in minutes. As a
mobile solution, the Portable V2 Sentry PDS-2000 can provide the airport with
immediate drone detection capability today that will significantly enhance
safety, while a more permanent fixed solution is procured for perimeter
security. Once the fixed sensors have been procured and installed, the Portable
V2 Sentry PDS-2000 would remain in use as a roving, mobile capability to
enhance drone location efforts anywhere on or near the airport’s operation area.

Since joining the SAI team, I have watched our IDS technology continue to
advance into one of the most powerful software tools provided to the
Department of Defense and other aviation organizations. These advancements
have been so significant that additional training may benefit your organization’s
ability to fully harness the IDS capabilities. We offer three different classes to
meet your needs: the IDS5 Database Administrator Course, IDS5 Advanced
Database Development Course, and the IDS5 Administration & Maintenance
Course which are all available in-house at SAI HQ and/or locally at your
organization. Our certified instructors and mobile training labs are standing by.
For more information, contact Ken Grassel at kgrassel@sysatl.com.

- Joe Kirk, Director/Business Development

- Ken Grassel, Director/Sales Operations

The SAI
Difference

Shalicia Evans was born and
raised in Long Island, New
York and has been a resident
of Georgia since 2005. She has
seventeen years of experience
related to the administration
of post-secondary education
programs in the IT Training
and Certification sector.

Ready to start detecting small drones at your airport, around your post or base
perimeter, or above an unfortunate crash incident? See what Systems Atlanta
has to offer at http://sysatl.com/solutions/v2-drone-sentry. Also, I look forward
to seeing some of you here at SAI in one of our Skills Training courses. Check
our class schedule on the following page to see what’s coming up.
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2018 Tech Refresh Finale
Systems Atlanta is proud to
announce the completion of
the Army Airfield Automation
System (AAAS) 2018 Tech
Refresh. As the
final
segment of the 2016-2018
Life Cycle Support plan,
the remaining Army AAAS
locations received all new
equipment. Hundreds of AAAS
compliant computers and
associated peripherals were
distributed amongst 41+ US
Army locations, including
both CONUS and OCONUS
sites over the course of three
years. All AAAS sites received
telephonic support from SAI
to ensure equipment receipt,
workstation functionality, and
to address any AAAS related
questions. The larger AAAS
facilities had the added
benefit of our highly qualified
technical experts perform
on-site installations.
Although we just completed
the 1st AAAS Tech Refresh
cycle, we are looking forward
and already planning for the
future equipment needs that
our Program Management
Office (PMO) located at PMATC requires.
Until then,
remember that all AAAS
program procured equipment
is covered under your Return
Merchandise
Authorization
(RMA) Life Cycle Support plan.
- Tarius Bell/Project Coordinator
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