
Quarterly Newsletter 
 

CY 2018 
4th QTR 
 

October-December 

Corporate Corner 
Where Do I Go Next? 

I thought, with the New Year upon us, what better time to take a look at 
where you may want to go with your career in 2019.  There are millions upon 
millions of people each year that decide to make a New Year’s resolution. 
Things like “I will lose weight” or “I will go to the gym at least 3 times a week” 
become very popular go-to resolutions.  Well, how about this year you decide 
to up your game with your professional knowledge by adding some Skills 
Training to your ‘diet’? Let’s go over a couple of quick scenarios today in my 
article.   

You are currently an Air Traffic Controller but truly love working with 
computers, coding software, or dabbling in system networking.  You have 
decided you want to become the on-site IDS5 database/system administrator 
and learn that you must have a certification called A+ or perhaps Security+.  
What is that you may ask?  To figure out the ‘what is it’ question, you decide 
to go to Systems Atlanta’s newest website  located at www.trainwithsai.com .  While 
there, you learn that SAI now offers cybersecurity Skills Training through a 
plethora of courses.  You find out that an A+ certification will lead you down 
the path of not only working on IDS5 for your facility but you could progress 
even further with some other certifications to become a Network 
Administrator or perhaps a Computer Support Specialist.   

Down the hall is your buddy Tom who also loves technology and is currently 
working on the airfield doing equipment maintenance.  He really wants to 
make a career change but he doesn’t know what path or knowledge he needs 
to become a Cyber Security Intelligence Analyst.  A friend of a friend told Tom 
something about a certification test called Certified Ethical Hacker.  What the 
heck is that thought Tom?  Well, since you already visited us at SAI’s Skills 
Training website you can now advise Tom to go online and look for SAI’s 
National Initiative for Cybersecurity Education (NICE) Framework description 
section.  Within the NICE Framework area at www.trainwithsai.com, Tom 
learns that there are seven Categories, each comprising several Specialty 
Areas and the Careerpath Certification Courses that he will need to achieve 
his goals. 
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Systems Atlanta, Inc. provides 
comprehensive solutions and 
services that address the 
technology requirements of 
civilian and government air 
traffic control, aviation, and 
emergency facilities. As the  
leader in the Information 
Integration & Display Systems 
(IDS) industry, SAI has more 
than 30 years of experience 
developing and implementing 
IDS networks in all operational 
environments anywhere in the 
world. The company’s 
solutions include the widely 
adopted and highly tailorable 
IDS5 ISD product suite and 
network engineering services. 
In addition, SAI offers both 
classroom and online training 
courses, technical support, 
program management, and 
other services designed to 
improve customers’ access to 
information, responsiveness 
situational awareness, and 
operational efficiencies. 
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Systems Atlanta is offering numerous formal training opportunities 
throughout 2019 at our corporate headquarters in Kennesaw, GA.  
Whether you are new to IDS5 or an experienced IDS5 Database 

Administrator, we have training that will fit your needs.  
 

Additionally, Systems Atlanta will be exhibiting at several 
conferences in 2019.  This is a perfect opportunity to get a hands-on 
demonstration of the most current features and capabilities.  
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IDS5 Advanced Database Development Course  
 

IDS5 Database Administrator Course  
 

IDS5 Administrator & Maintenance Course  
 

Closed for Holiday Observance 
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SAI 2018 Holiday Celebration  

SAI celebrated the beginning of the holidays with our yearly Holiday Party and 
3rd Annual Ugly Sweater Contest. We at SAI wish you all a safe and happy 
holiday season and look forward to the new year! 

 

SAI’s newest division, IT³D, has launched and is headed up by Ms. Shalicia 
Evans.  Shalicia comes to SAI with 18+ years of providing Post-Secondary 
Education services, support, and logistics to Industry and government clients.  
Her extensive background in delivering CompTIA courses and Pearson VUE 
test proctoring, to name a few, are a tremendous asset to us at SAI.  In 
keeping with our decades-long goal of only providing the highest quality of 
products and services, we are excited for you to come join us for a class or 
have us come to you to provide a full on-site course followed by certification 
testing.  SAI’s Skill Training division is OPEN TODAY; stop by, call, email, or 
visit our website as we are ready to get you trained and certified!  

—Darrin Luedke, Vice President & COO 

The Value of Certification 

As technologies change certain programming languages are 
becoming obsolete.  It is necessary to keep learning new 

programming languages to show competency in more emerging 
technologies.  System Engineers and Network Admins are being 
replaced as companies move towards cloud architecture.  The 
need for degrees is turning to a need for specialization as 
technologies are evolving.  Coding jobs will soon be taken over by 

machine learning and AI.  The best defense is to embrace new technologies 
and keep learning.  New training and skills development can open up a world 
of possibilities. 

Whether it is to advance in your current job, or apply for a better position, 
Certification helps you back up what you say you can do.  If you specialize in 
one area of expertise, holding a Certification increases your marketability as 
well as your potential income.   

Cybersecurity careers such as Security Analyst are in high demand, with all of 
the cybersecurity breaches occurring currently.  There has been 18% growth 
over the last year, leaving more open jobs than candidates to fill them. 

The commercial sector employers may consider certification and accreditation 
optional, but for the DoD there are strict requirements about what 
qualifications are needed for specific roles. Information Assurance Technical 
(IAT) and IA Management (IAM) personnel must be fully trained and certified 
to baseline requirements to perform their IA duties. DoD 8570.01-M defines 
IAT workforce members as anyone with privileged information system access 
performing IA functions. 

As we close out 2018 and embark on a new year, this is a good time to plan 
ahead.  What Certifications would you like to add to your skillset?  Systems 
Atlanta has specialists available to help you plan your Certification patch.  
Contact us today! 

—Shalicia Evans, Director / IT Technical Training 

Putting a Face to a Name 

Alexis Johnson has been a 
Georgia resident for the 
entirety of her life, which is 
just fine by her. She was 
proud to graduate from the 
University of West Georgia 
with a Bachelor of Arts  degree 
in English, and a double-minor 
of Creative Writing and Film 
under her belt. 

She joined Systems Atlanta 
in April and, though her 
primary responsibilities are 
in Customer Support, she  has 
branched into the marketing 
and technical writing side of  
business as well, taking up the 
chalice of sewing together our 
quarterly newsletters, making 
videos, and writing and 
editing  documents. 

She is an avid film buff, carrying 
a hefty obsession  with the 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 
And her free time is spent 
watching movies, writing, 
and singing with her church 
family. 
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IDS5 To-Go 

The Systems Atlanta (SAI) 
Information Display System 5 
(IDS5) has been described by 
customers as one of the most 
invaluable tools that empowers air 
traffic controllers and key agency 
personnel with the ability to more 
efficiently accomplish their jobs.  
The need for real-time critical data 
has and will continue to grow 
moving into the future.  That said, 
did you know that IDS5 can 
operate in a mobile environment 
on a Tablet PC?  For instance, 
Airfield Operations can take the 
Tablet PC with them out on the 
airfield to conduct inspections.  Any 
field conditions such as airfield 
lighting, taxi / runway status, bird 
condition, runway surface 
condition (RSC), etc. are noted 
during the inspection and entered 
into IDS5.  From this point, the 
transfer of data can happen in one 
of two ways.  For locations with 
remote network access, IDS5 will 
stay connected as the user moves 
about the airfield.  If no such 
capability exists, simply 
reconnecting the PC to the docking 
station upon return to the facility 
prompts the IDS5 database to 
synchronize across the entire 
network.  This serves to eliminate 
double entry of information and 
gets the data to the final 
users that need it in a 
quicker, more efficient manner. 
For more information, contact 
me via phone at 770.880.5352 or 
at kgrassel@sysatl.com. 

—Ken Grassel, Director/Sales Operations 
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… continued from page 1 

Pictured left: Honorable Mention, Shalicia Evans (left) and 
Ugly Sweater Contest Winner, David Soutar (right) 

Pictured below left to right: (Top row) Tarius Bell, Alix Paul,  
Shalicia Evans, Daniel White, Darrin Luedke, (Bottom row)       
William Arnold, David Soutar, Kevin Melton, Jeff Collar, 
Alexis Johnson, Joe Kirk, Mellinda Smith, Vataloa Walden 

3rd Annual Ugly Holiday Sweater Contest 
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