
Quarterly Newsletter 
 

CY 2017 
3rd QTR 
 

July-September 

Corporate Corner 

No Amazon, no Craigslist, no Netflix, no Google, no Monster.com, no Wikipedia, 

no LinkedIn, no Facebook, no Skype, no YouTube, no, no, no…  Why all the 

“No”s you ask?  Well, when Systems Atlanta installed the first ever IDS4 

network within the FAA, these “No”s did not even exist.  Think of how you go 

about your daily life today.  Can you imagine not being able to use one, two or 

all of the above technologies in your daily life?  Probably showing my age here, 

but I can vividly recall the 

excitement of being able  to 

rent a VCR or Beta tape. 

Then fast-forwarding a bit, 

the buying of my first car 

“bag” cellphone! 

 

Technology advancements 

over the last 20+ years have 

occurred at such an 

incredible speed that you 

have to wonder when 

today’s inventions will go 

into the land of obscurity.  

Some go fast and some have 

the staying power of a raging 

bull, never giving up.  As you 

flip through this quarter’s newsletter, you will come across a new fielding of 

IDS4 in Ohio that has just occurred in 2017.  We are proud of this fielding as it’s 

a recognition of a solid product that truly has “stood the test of time.”  SAI 

looks forward to many decades to come of new advancements in the IDS arena 

with our product and services leading the continued charge ahead.  IDS4, the 

go-to product, 23+ years later is a proven workhorse of the ATC industry.  So, 

just imagine what a current Systems Atlanta IDS product can do for you today! 
 

- Darrin Luedke, Vice President & COO 
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To better meet the needs of our customers, SAI has made some 
significant modifications and upgrades to the IDS5™ Training 
Program.  Due to requests from the field and time tested results, 
we have re-organized course titles and content to better align with 
specific training needs of the customers.  Effective immediately, 
we are excited to offer the following classes: 

 

IDS5™ Database Administrator Course 
 

The IDS5™ Database Administrator Course is a comprehensive 
class that covers all aspects of IDS5™ database development, this 
course gives database administrators the background, knowledge 

and skills to effectively create, customize, maintain and manage the IDS5™ 
database. 
 

 5-day course held at our training facility in metro Atlanta 
 7-day course held  at your location, that includes 2-day database assistance 

 

IDS5™ Advanced Database Development Course 
 

The 3-day IDS5™ Advanced Database Development Course is specifically 
designed for previously trained Air Force Airfield Automation System (AFAS) 
and Army Airfield Automation System (AAAS) Database Administrators who 
would like to strengthen their existing skills and harness the newest features 
available in IDS5™. 
 

 Held on-site at your location or at our training facility in metro Atlanta 
 

IDS5™ Administration & Maintenance Course 
 

The 3-day IDS5™ Administration & Maintenance Course is a comprehensive 
program designed to reinforce skills, deepen knowledge, and provide the 
advanced training necessary to maintain your system at optimum levels. During 
the course, participants will learn required/recommended preventative 
maintenance actions, systems troubleshooting, and advanced IDS5™ features to 
further the potential and fully maximize the benefits of this powerful system. 
 

 Held at our training facility in metro Atlanta 
 

IDS5™ SAAM Workshop 
 

The 5-day IDS5™ System Administrator and Advanced Maintenance (SAAM) 
Workshop is conducted on-site at your location, which covers critical aspects of 
IDS5™ database design, development, and maintenance. The SAAM workshop 
is designed to advance the administrative and technical proficiency of 
individuals who have previously taken the full IDS5™ Database Administrator 
Course through skill-building exercises and hands-on development. 
 

 Held on-site at your location 
 

For more information or to schedule a class, contact Mr. Fraser Dorsey 
(770.790.5329 – fraser.dorsey@sysatl.com). 

 

- Ken Grassel, Director / Sales Operations 

Putting a Face to a Name 

 

Kevin Melton was born in 
Peru, Indiana, but grew-up in 
Warner Robins, GA., where he 
now calls home. Kevin is a 
proud alumnus of Georgia 
Southern University  where he 
received his Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Information 
Technology.  Go Eagles! 
 

Kevin is the newest addition 
to the Systems Atlanta team, 
having just crested his one 
year mark this past month. 
During the short time Kevin 
has been with company, he 
has developed into one of our 
most professional Operations 
Support Technicians and is 
quickly becoming a  master in 
IDS database development. 
 

In his free time Kevin is a self-
proclaimed “gamer”, enjoys 
going to concerts, and 
watching the NBA. Also,  Kevin 
expels a fair amount of effort 
to improve his last place 
standing in the SAI Fantasy 
Football League. 
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IDS4 Installed at Akron 
 
In September of 2017, the 
FAA’s Air Traffic Control (ATC) 
Tower located at the Akron-
Canton Airport (CAK) became 
the newest IDS facility when 
SAI’s  Information Display 
System 4 (IDS4) was cutover. 
The IDS4 was first fielded to 
numerous FAA locations in 
the early 1990’s. SAI led the 
industry by deploying the first 
IDS with a Graphical User 
Interface (GUI) designed 
specifically for ATC. 
  

Using IDS4, ATC controllers 
have been able to transition 
from the archaic method of 
grease boards and paper, to 
the digital management of 
information. CAK controllers 
instantly gained operational 
efficiencies at system cutover 
via streamlined coordination 
capability between positions 
and facilities; digital access of 
essential reference data; and 
the integration of critical live 
weather sensor data. 
 

While the IDS4 has been in 
use for over 23 years, its time 
tested reliability has been 
proven throughout the years 
and will continue to do so for 
years to come.   
 

- Larry Calhoun, Director/Operations 

On July 20th, 2017, Systems Atlanta Inc. 
(SAI) and Version 2 (V2) announced a 
strategic partnership to address the 
growing need to be able to detect, 

identify, and track small Unmanned Aircraft System (sUAS) operating 
near airports throughout the United States. 
 

In February 2017, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) released an 
updated list of potential encounters with unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) – 
more popularly called “drones". The data covering February through 
September 2016, revealed a significant increase in the number of reports of 
possible drone sightings to FAA air traffic facilities. There were 1,274 such 
reports for this time period in 2016, compared with 874 for the same months in 
2015. To further compound the potential threat, in its annual Aerospace 
Forecast Report for Fiscal Years 2017 to 2037, the FAA projects the small model 
hobbyist UAS fleet to more than triple in size from an estimated 1.1 million 
vehicles at the end of 2016 to more than 3.5 million units by 2021. 
 

In an effort to combat this potential threat, SAI and V2 have partnered to 
integrate their core technologies to provide customers with a seamless solution 
to easily address the drone safety issues. V2’s Drone Sentry detection system is 
a sensor based system that uses multiple antennas to provide users with 
situational awareness of drones detected within the area. This information can 
then be integrated and displayed in SAI’s IDS (Integrated Information Display 
System) operational in over 450 U.S. FAA and DoD Air Traffic Control and 
Airport Operations facilities across the National Airspace System. Additionally, 
the integrated SAI and V2 solution can be installed at new locations to provide 
immediate access to, not only “drone” data, but a wide range of live, user 
inputted, and reference data, promoting safety and operational efficiency. 
 

- Joe Kirk, Director / Business Development 

Pictured: In-house testing of V2 Software 

SAI & V2 Partner;  
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About Systems Atlanta, Inc. 

Systems Atlanta, Inc. provides 
comprehensive solutions and 
services that address the 
technology requirements of 
civilian and government air 
traffic control, aviation, and 
emergency facilities. As the  
leader in the Information 
Integration & Display Systems 
(IDS) industry, SAI has more 
than 30 years of experience 
developing and implementing 
IDS networks in all operational 
environments anywhere in 
the world. The company’s 
solutions include the widely 
adopted and highly tailorable 
IDS5™ ISD product suite and 
network engineering services. 
In addition, SAI offers both 
classroom and online training 
courses, technical support, 
program management, and 
other services designed to 
improve customers’ access to 
information, responsiveness 
situational awareness, and 
operational efficiencies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Systems Atlanta, Inc. 
1100 Cobb International Place. NW 

Kennesaw GA 30152 

[P]      770.928.0240 
[F]      770.928.9396 

Systems Atlanta is offering numerous formal training opportunities 
throughout 2017-2018 at our corporate headquarters in Kennesaw, 
GA.  Whether you are new to IDS5™ or an experienced IDS5™ 

Database Administrator, we have training that will fit your needs.  
 

Additionally, Systems Atlanta will be exhibiting at several conferences 
in 2017-2018.  This is a perfect opportunity to get a hands-on 
demonstration of the most current features and capabilities.  
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IDS5™ Advanced Database Development Course  
 

IDS5™ Database Administrator Course  
 

IDS5™ Administrator & Maintenance Course  
 

Closed for Holiday Observance    
 

62nd Annual ATCA Conf. in National Harbor, DC 
 

36th FAAMA Gathering of Eagles Conf. in Las Vegas, NV 


