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As we close out this year I wanted to wish each and every one of 
you a joyous holiday season.  In lieu of a plethora of words on this 
year’s final newsletter, I will leave you with some pictures of the SAI 
team celebrating this holiday season.   
 

Please stop by to say hello or grab our attention so we can chat at 
one of the many events we will be at next year.  Have a great end of 
the year and we shall see you all in 2017! 
 

- Darrin Luedke, VP & COO 
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Every software company strives 
to find a balance between 
getting a feature to market and 

releasing a high-quality product. At Systems Atlanta, Quality Assurance 
(QA) is an inter-departmental effort with the goal of assuring that our latest IDS 
features are bug-free when they reach your hands. This is the first in a series of 
articles where I’ll introduce you to the people and processes behind QA at 
Systems Atlanta. During this series, we’ll follow an IDS5TM feature through our 
software development workflow to show how we anticipate, prevent, and 
eliminate bugs. 

 
 

...continued on page 2 

The Systems Atlanta, Inc. (SAI) team is excited to announce the 
creation of our new 3-day IDS5TM Version 1.8 Database 
Administrator Refresher Course. Over the course of the last year 
SAI has received numerous inquiries about training opportunities 
to sharpen or enhance a Database Administrator’s skills. This 
refresher course has been created to achieve this objective, 
specifically designed for previously trained Air Force Airfield 

Automation System (AFAS) and Army Airfield Automation System 
(AAAS) Database Administrators who would like to reinforce 
their existing skills or to obtain a more in-depth understanding 

of how to harness the newest features available in IDS5TM v1.8. 
 

Much like the full IDS5TM v1.8 Database Administrator Course, the 
refresher course will include a great deal of practical lab work that will provide 
students with the necessary hands-on experience to further advance their own 
system's capabilities.  Additionally, students will be encouraged to bring copies 
of their site's database, so many of the course projects can be applied and later 
imported into their live AFAS / AAAS database, if desired.  
 

The first class is scheduled for 24-26 January 2017, with additional courses 
scheduled throughout the year. For more information on how to register for a 
class, please call us at 770-928-0240, or email us at info@sysatl.com. 
 

- Larry Calhoun, Director/Operations 

Putting a Face to a Name 
 

Systems Atlanta has been in 
business for more than 40 
years, and Ron Goennewich 
has been a part of it from the 
very beginning. Ron started as 
a database programmer and  
has progressed into IDS 
system engineering where he 
remains an integral part of 
our success.  
 

Most popular two words at 
Systems Atlanta, “Ask Ron”. 
 

One story Ron likes to share is 
when a customer could not 
figure out why the IDS2 disc 
kept failing. After spending 
multiple hours on the issue, it 
turned out a large magnet 
was being used to secure the 
5 ¼ -inch floppy disc onto the 
side of the of pc. These days, 
issues are usually quite a bit 
more complicated, although 
we still get the occasional “is 
it plugged in?” situations. 
  

When Ron is not busy working 
on the latest engineering 
project or walking into a room 
and seemingly, through some 
sort of magic, solving 
everyone’s technical issues, 
he enjoys spending time 
outdoors kayaking, biking, and 
relaxing at the pool.  
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Quality Assurance: We Find 

Bugs, So You Don’t Have To 
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Ugly Holiday Sweater - 
Office Edition 
 

A new tradition has begun… 
SAI’s inaugural Ugly Holiday 
Sweater competition was a 
great success & a wonderful 
way to kick-off the holiday 
season! 

Newsletter 

...continued from page 2 
 

Let’s meet IDS5TM Feature 250. Feature 250 came to us via a customer site as a 
request for an IDS5TM dropdown object. The customer envisioned an object 
that allows the end-user to click to display a list of pre-defined text items for 
selection. We implemented this feature as an extension to the Quick Select 
Object in IDS5TM v1.8.0 in Summer 2016. Over this series of articles, we’ll learn 
how we controlled the quality of the feature from inception to release. 
 

Next time, I’ll discuss how Quality Assurance doesn’t always involve software 
testing when we dive into Requirements Analysis. 
 

- Vataloa Walden, Chief IDS Architect/QA 

Exciting news for Air Force locations interested 
in enhancing their C² capabilities!  On  
November 1st of this year, the Air Force Network 
Integration Center (AFNIC) re-certified Systems 

Atlanta’s (SAI) Information Display System IDS5™ v1.x for use on 
standard desktop computers and placed the software on the Air Force 
Evaluated Products List (AF EPL).   
 

What does this mean to our AF partners?  It means that through SAI’s 
Integrated Information Display & Dissemination System - Command and Control 
(IDS-C²) solution, key agencies within an installation’s Command and Control 
structure will be able to leverage critical data necessary to create the common 
operating picture essential to logical, time critical decision making.  Command 
Post, Security Forces, Fire Department and Flying Units are just a few examples 
of agencies that could benefit from the IDS-C² concept. However, the IDS-C² 
concept does not need to end with operational agencies, but can be extended 
to elevate the situational awareness of all levels of Wing Leadership. 
Additionally, the collaborative possibilities are further enhanced through the 
potential direct interface to other SAI products already in use.   
 

SAI provides on-site IDS-C² capability presentations upon request at no cost / 
no obligation to the government.  Contact us today to learn more about IDS-C² 
or to set up an on-site presentation / product demonstration.  
 

- Ken Grassel, Director/Sales Operations 

Command and 

Control (C2) 

Pictured above left to right: 
Jeff Collar, Jeremy Stout, Darrin 
Luedke, Candice Wages, Brianna 
Blum, William Arnold, Kevin Melton 

Judge: Darrin Luedke 
Winner: Candice Wages 
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About Systems Atlanta, Inc. 

Systems Atlanta, Inc. provides 
comprehensive solutions and 
services that address the 
technology requirements of 
civilian and government air 
traffic control, aviation, and 
emergency facilities. As the  
leader in the Information 
Integration & Display Systems 
(IDS) industry, SAI has more 
than 30 years of experience 
developing and implementing 
IDS networks in all operational 
environments anywhere in 
the world. The company’s 
solutions include the widely 
adopted and highly tailorable 
IDS5™ ISD product suite and 
network engineering services. 
In addition, SAI offers both 
classroom and online training 
courses, technical support, 
program management, and 
other services designed to 
improve customers’ access to 
information, responsiveness 
situational awareness, and 
operational efficiencies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Systems Atlanta, Inc. 
1100 Cobb International Place. NW 

Kennesaw GA 30152 

[P]      770.928.0240 
[F]      770.928.9396 

Systems Atlanta is offering numerous formal training opportunities 
throughout 2017 at our corporate headquarters in Kennesaw, GA.  
Whether you are new to IDS5™ or an experienced IDS5™ Database 

Administrator, we have training that will fit your needs.  
 

Additionally, Systems Atlanta will be exhibiting at several conferences 
in 2017.  This is a perfect opportunity to get a hands-on demonstration 
of the most current features and capabilities.  
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IDS5™ v1.8   Database Administrator Refresher Course - AAAS & AFAS Compatible 
 

IDS5™ v1.8   Database Administrator Course - AAAS & AFAS Compatible 
 

IDS5™ v1.8   Advanced Database Administrator & Maintenance Course - AAAS Compatible 
 

IDS5™ v1.8   Advanced Database Administrator & Maintenance Course - AFAS Compatible 
 

Closed for Holiday Observance    
 

NATCA - Communicating for Safety in Las Vegas, NV   
 

Robinson Aviation (RVA) Inc. ATM Conf. Monte Carlo Casino in Las Vegas, NV 


