East Africa Reverse
Trade Mission (RTM)
Visit Atlanta Metro Area

On May 3rd, 2016, Systems Atlanta, Inc. (SAI) had the honor of hosting the U.S.
Trade and Development Agency (USTDA) sponsored East Africa Airports
Modernization and Security Reverse Trade Mission (RTM). The RTM was
designed to introduce delegates from Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, and Rwanda to
U.S. technology and industry best practices in the airport modernization and
security sectors. Delegates from the public and private sectors participated in
multiple site visits around the Atlanta, Georgia area. During one visit, the
delegates met with the Systems Atlanta Team and were provided an
opportunity to ‘touch and feel’ the latest technology advancements within the
Integrated Information Display & Dissemination System (IDS) arena.
East African nations have a need to modernize and equip airport facilities,
improve air traffic control, and enhance overall system safety and security to
meet international standards. Air travel in Africa is among the most expensive
in the world due to lower passenger traffic, limited liberalization of airspace,
safety issues, and limited infrastructure. Despite these challenges, East Africa is
well positioned as a major transportation and cargo hub on the continent due
to its central location between regions.
SAI Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, Darrin Luedke, stated: “We are
very pleased that the distinguished delegates from the East African region
chose Systems Atlanta as one of their site visits. The ability to demonstrate and
discuss the tremendous advancements in information assimilation and
dissemination made by SAI was quite exciting. Our goal here at SAI is, and
always has been, to lead in IDS technological advancements. We always look
forward to providing information to any facility, country, or region
representatives in their quest to modernize the flow of information”.
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Putting a Face to a Name

Kempton Rollins was born in
Guyana, South America and
has worked / consulted with
SAI for 6 years. Kempton
shared, “I continue to learn
new skills, thanks to the SAI
Team who challenge me to
resolve new issues”.
Kempton spends 12 hours a
day on a computer attempting
to fix the IT problems of the
world. Most days Kempton
works at home with multiple
clients, which he says can be a
little boring. He welcomes the
days that he works with SAI in
our office. In addition to the
professional interaction, being
at the office gives Kempton
the opportunity to talk about
sports with coworkers and to
participate in the occasional
practical joke.

Quarterly

Fort Drum Shows-off
Their AAAS

While there are numerous Army Airfield Automation
System (AAAS) networks in use at U.S. Army
locations around the globe, few have achieved the
level of expansion as Wheeler-Sack Army Airfield,
Fort
Drum, N.Y. For this reason, an on-site case study was recently
conducted to evaluate Ft Drum’s successful integration of the AAAS into key agencies
across the installation to create the premiere Command and Control (C2) network. During
the course of the case study, it became glaringly apparent that what Ft. Drum had created
for C² notification has never been done to this level anywhere else. Because of this, SAI
invited the Ft. Drum AAAS Database Administrators to conduct a full demonstration at
SAI’s corporate headquarters during an already scheduled visit.
On 13 April 16, Jeremy Tripp, the Primary AAAS Database Administrator and Geoffrey
Getgen, the Deputy Database Administrator graciously provided SAI personnel an overview
of the Wheeler-Sack Army Airfield AAAS network, highlighting the strategic placement of
AAAS workstations into key agencies not seen at any other location to-date. Jeremy and
Geoffrey explained how the interconnection of each of the key airfield agencies has
achieved operational efficiencies and task reduction at a time where the “economy of
force” is so essential. They continued to show that beyond task efficiencies, the expanded
AAAS has inserted levels of operational safety through “checks and balances” made
possible by an automated dynamic exchange of information that empowers users to
execute their mission critical roles.

Pictured Left to Right: Tyler Dobson (President/CEO), Geoffrey Getgen (Deputy Database Administrator), Jeremy Tripp
(Primary AAAS Database Administrator), Joe Kirk (Director/Business Development), Larry Calhoun (Director/Operations)

The SAI Team is incredibly grateful to Jeremy and Geoffrey for their presentation and
insight. While SAI has a great deal of experience in the aviation community and know the
capabilities of its IDS5TM software, the gratification of hearing and seeing firsthand the
positive impact the system has made in the successful execution of the Wheeler-Sack Army
Airfield mission is immeasurable.
-Joe Kirk, Director/Business Development

As we celebrate our independence, Systems Atlanta, Inc. would like to
extend a special thanks to service members, veterans, their families,
and those Americans whose sacrifices ensure the freedoms we enjoy.
We wish you and your families a safe and pleasant Fourth of July!
Happy 240th Birthday America, here’s to Independence Day!

Managing Enterprise
Data in eIDS6™
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An Enterprise Information Display & Dissemination System (EIDS) must be
capable of assimilating data from diverse sources inside and outside the
enterprise. To ensure this capability SAI introduced a major design
innovation in eIDS6TM, its EIDS product. Displayed data is no longer stored
together with the IDS page. Rather, the data is stored in a specialized
database structure that is based on a subset of the Extensible Markup
Language (XML). Referred to as the Data Content Repository (DCR) we
describe here how it supports the needs of organizations using EIDS, and in
future articles we will describe how the DCR stores the data and provides
access to real-time data using SAI’s external interface processors.

Separating displayed data from the page design provides several advantages.
First, page designs in eIDS6TM are stored in a manner that allows the IDS to be
navigated and rendered using display applications running on diverse devices;
workstations, Web servers and mobile devices. A data item is retrieved / displayed when
an individual user accesses a page that references it. As such a page design can be used
multiple times across the enterprise without having to be physically copied for each facility
and operation. Second, by storing a data item’s value separately from a page, the data
item can be referenced / displayed on different pages in different formats. Relationships
between data items can also be described to the DCR. So, for example, the status and use
of an airfield’s runways and taxi-ways can be linked to the airfield, itself. Lastly, data can
be more easily accessed for reporting and audit purposes without having to traverse the
page structures in order to locate it. XML query libraries and facilities that are available off
-the-shelf are being incorporated into and adapted to eIDS6TM for this purpose.

SAI’s Newest Additions
We would like to welcome 3
newbies to the SAI team…

Brianna Blum
Agoura Hills, CA
HR/Accounting Specialist

In our next article we will describe how individual organizations within an enterprise can
describe their operations’ unique data to the DCR using the eIDS6TM product’s Web-based
System Administration Application. We will also describe how page designers can link data
items stored in the DCR to pages for presentation by the eIDS6TM display applications.
-Dan Walden, Director/Engineering

An Insider’s
View

Recently, I had the opportunity to participate in the 2016
Southeast Chapter of the American Association of Airport
Executives Annual Conference in Greenville, SC. This was my first
chance to see firsthand the culmination of all the effort the SAI
Team
puts into a successful exhibition. The on-site activities required early hours,
physical labor to set-up our booth, and longer days than I anticipated. I will say I learned
that wearing heels is not ideal, but the wonderful food offered helped to ease the pain.

Melinda Smith
Jamaica
System Engineer

During the conference events, I watched how our team works their magic providing
demonstrations of our IDS5TM capabilities. These encounters opened opportunities for
further communication with potential and existing customers. So much so, that the next
day many who saw our demonstration came back and brought others to see the SAI
solution. Everyone who stop by left our booth with thoughts on how an SAI solution is able
to significantly improve their operation.
Overall, this experience has provided me with a greater
insight into why our attendance at these conferences is
so critical and the importance of the level of effort that’s
put into conference preparation. This opportunity has
left me with a fresh perspective on how SAI can continue
to improve our presence at future events.
-Candice Wages, Operations Support Specialist

Michael Gibson
Calhoun, GA
System Support Technician

About Systems Atlanta, Inc.
Systems Atlanta, Inc. provides
comprehensive solutions and
services that address the
technology requirements of
civilian and government air
traffic control, aviation and
emergency facilities. As the
leader in the Information
Integration & Display Systems
(IDS) industry, SAI has more
than 30 years of experience
developing and implementing
IDS networks in all operational
environments anywhere in
the world. The company’s
solutions include the widely
adopted and highly tailorable
IDS5™ IDS product suite and
network engineering services.
In addition, SAI offers both
classroom and online training
courses, technical support,
program management, and
other services designed to
improve customers’ access to
information, responsiveness
situational awareness, and
operational efficiencies.

2016 Training and
Event Calendar
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Systems Atlanta is offering numerous formal training opportunities
throughout 2016 at our corporate headquarters in Kennesaw, GA.
Whether you are new to IDS5™ or an experienced IDS5™
Database Administrator, we have training that will fit your needs.
Additionally, Systems Atlanta will be exhibiting at several
conferences in 2016. This is a perfect opportunity to get a hands-on
demonstration of the most current features and capabilities.

IDS5™ v1.7 Database Administrator Course - AAAS & AFAS Compatible
IDS5™ v1.7 Advanced Database Administrator & Maintenance Course - AAAS Compatible
IDS5™ v1.7 Advanced Database Administrator & Maintenance Course - AFAS Compatible
Closed for Holiday Observance
58th NEC/AAAE Annual Conference in Wilmington, DE
36th Annual FAAMA - Gathering of Eagles in Orlando, FL
61st Annual ATCA Conference and Exposition in National Harbor, DC

Systems Atlanta, Inc.
1100 Cobb International Place. NW
Kennesaw GA 30152
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770.928.9396

